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Online Speech

m A 18-year-old freshman from
Texas named Jose Saavedra objects
to California legislation relaxing
hunting controls on mountain lions
{May 23). Saavedra posts what is
by any reasonable standard a
tongue-in-cheek e-mail bulletin
board message suggesting Califor-
nia state Sen. Tim Leslje should be
“hunted down and skinned and
mounted for our viewing pleasure.”
The student’s sarcasm costs him 18
days in an El Paso County jail.

I would love to tell you what I
think should be done to the Sacra-
mento County district attorney
who decided to prosecute Saavedra,
but my ideas are not pleasant, and 1
am now too afraid of being Impris-
:}I"lcd for my opinions te express

em.

JAMES E, MOORE I
Assistant Dean for Comput.!gg
U
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Valley Secession and Tujunga History

w I'd Nke to thank Robert Jones
(Essay, May 22) for peinting out
some of the very good arguments
against Valley secession, For the
record, however, I'd Itke to cleanup
one very basic point: I opposed
secession from the start.

While 1 understand people’s
frustration with government, { do
not believe secession is the answer,

In the Valley and throughout the
city, Angelenos have felt short-
changed for years. That's why I ran
‘for mayor in 1093; that's why I've
fought to shake up the bureaucracy
and chart a new course for Los
Angeles.

We are making progress, but I'm
still not satisfied. Working togeth-
er, we'll continue to move this city
in the right direction.

RICHARD J. RIORDAN
Mayor of Los Angeles

= As aomeone who enijoys local his-
tary, I was pleased 10 see Kevin
Starr’s article ("Deconstrueting
Los Angeles,” Opinlon, May 26),
and even though I am in favor of
secession, was gratifled to read
Starr'd argument against it.
However, at risk of sceming like
a Tujunga booster, there are two
corrections [ would like to propose
in reference to my hometown.
First. Tujunga was not annexed to
Los Angeles in 1515 as the article
Implies, but in 1932, At that time
local citizens voted 718 Lo 659 to join

Smoking

m Shakespeare on cigarette
smoking: "And all our yes-
terdays have lighted fools
the way to dusty death”
{MacBeth, Act V, Scene V).
JERRY HAMBLETON
Laguna Beach

the city, Several lawsuits were filed
at the time clalming the election
was tigged.

As for the "gnome" name,
Tujunga is one of many California
names taken from the Shoshone.
The "nga” ending means “place
of.” And Tujunga is gfenerally
translaied as “place of the ald
woman” or “place of the earth
mother.” KIRK A. WEISS

Tujunga

® Starr attempts to make a case for
cpposition 1o the secession of the
San Fernando Valley from the city
oif Laos Angeles to become its own
city.

Saya Starr, “It's time for Valley
Los Angeles to cease belng a victim
and start being a leader . . . savin
the city and saving ltself” Well,
Valley leaders are exercising lead-
ership and their choice is self-
determination of their own future.

After the flasco and utter failure
of Rebuild LA, which purportedly
involved a citywide, federally sub.
sidized effort Lo repair the city after
the riots, it I8 absurd ard ludierous
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to suggest the the Valley must
agsume a lead role in fixing the
longer-running, systemic problems
which challenge Angelenos. Let
the Valley exert its own will and
become all it can be, including a
good neighbor city {0 Los Angeles,

tarr's case for refecting Valley
cityhood is specious. It should be
rejected and the decision of Valley
citizens should prevail in the choice
ta become a ety or remain part of
Los Angeles.

MIKE LENNON
Irvine
flos Angeles Times
RICHARD T. SCHLOSBERG 111
Publisher and Chief Executive (fficer
SiieLay CorFey It ” ROBERT N. BRISCO
eand Senlor e Prodent,
New Bestiness Developeneni
GEDRGE }. COTLIAR JANIS HEAPHY
Everume Edirer Sewior Vire Preskdent,
mumu. PARKS  WILLIAM R. ISINGER
Ediror Semior Vi Presiden.
Ve Fog g end Vir Pttt
NARDA ZACCHING JEFFREY 5, KLEIN
Associane Ediror and Senior Vice Preskdens,
CAROLSTOGSDILL  WILLIAM A. NitSE
Semior e o Serlor Vice Preskdem
Ve Praidens Human Resouren
TERRY scuw.\lglgn” KEATING RHOADS
Managing Sewlor Vier President,
ad Operations and Trchnolegy
FRANK DEL OLMO R. MARILYN LEE
Assissant Presidens,
o the Ediror {iumon Rezogrres
JANET CLAYTON UDITH L. SWEENEY
Eitor of the ! Vier President,
Edioriat Popes President, Q1 Edition

HARRESON QORAY OTIS, Publisher, 1882-1917
FARRY CHANDLER, Pubilsher, 1917-1944
NORMAN CHANDLER, Publisher;, 1944-1960
OMS CHANDLER, Publither, 19601980

Published by The Tinws Mimor Company
MARK H, wiLes
Chaleman. President and CEO
DAVID LAVENTHOL
Edisor a1 Large




