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Tax hikes for MTA must be stopped

. . and will not reverse powerful decentrali- ple want them most.
Incre ases Just thIOWln zation trends. Clandestine taxis and jitneys, operat-
g No. 6: On average, there are now ing throughout the region, are the proof.
more cars per household than drivers Bring them in from the shadows. Legal-

your gOOd money after bad per household. Most people here, there  ize, inspect and sanction them.

and everywhere prefer personal freedom  No. 2: Throwing more money at an

: and personal automobility. agency with a failed plan and a poor
By Peter Gordon, James E. The agency today actually spends No. 5: Wasting money on rail diverts  record of dealing with and accounting
Moore Il and Thomas A. Rubin more money and serves fewer riders scarce resources from projects with bet-  for huge sums of taxpayers’ money only
— than in the past. Having added billions  ter prospects. rewards bad policy and postpones
TONISH}NGLY, transportation of dollars of transit capacity (mostly If billions had not been spent on rail,  reform and change.
planners in Los Angeles are pro-  rail), it still has not reached the 1985 each and every MTA route could now And the No. 1 reason not to vote for
: posing new sales taxes to fund  high-water mark for ridership. All of be served by express buses. To date, the L.A. County MTA sales-taxes hike
more rail transit projects. This this while L.A. County has grown  there are only a very small number of is: '
is being proposed at the same substantially since then, mainly  express buses in service in Los Angeles Just as with the last two dedicated
time that a f'grst-ever gubernato- due to low-income immigrants. County, all of which are attractive to sales taxes for the MTA, in 1980 and
rial recall is in progress over the Spending so much only to riders. again in 1990, which were each sup-
issue of a multibillion-dollar achieve a drop in absolute rider- No. 4: By using sales tax revenuesto  posed to assure adequate funding for
- state.budget shprtfall. . : ship in a growing market is an serve more rail riders and fewer bus rid- their plans, this one will not be the last.
- With apologies to David Letterman,  astonishing feat. ers, the MTA not only hurts those who Tax hikes will be back.
we list the Top 10 reasons to resist this No. 8: The MTA and its supporters can least afford this kind of tough love,
idea. ] love to spend money on big-bucks rail  but forces them to pay a disproportion- Peter Gordon is a professor of policy,
No. 10: Angelenos are in no mood for  projects. These are costly and attract ate amount of their income for the planning and development and of eco-
more taxes. They still worry about how  mainly bus riders, having very little favor. nomics at the University of Southern
- the state will balance its budget and impact on traffic, air quality or anything  No. 3: Rail and traditional bus service California. James E. Moore II is a pro-
escape junk-bond status. Many have else. : are very old ideas, not suited for mod-  fessor of industrial and systems engineer-
given up and left. L No 7: The MTA and its allies prefer  ern, dispersed metropolitan areas. If ing and of public policy and
_No.9: The l\:Ietropolltan Transporta-  to build downtown-focused rail projects. there are public funds to be spent, tran-  management at USC. Thomas A. Rubin
tion Authority’s record of spending Yet, downtown L.A. is not where most st voucher programs should be expand-  is a consultant in Oakland and the
money to expand transit use hasbeen  of the region’s job growth is expected.  ed. The market would respond with former controller-treasurer of the South-

poor. Downtown-focused rail has not reversed more private shuttle services where peo- ern California Rapid Transit District.




